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This update of a tived lecture hall shows that solving acoustical
problems and adding sophisticated audio-viswal capability need not
break the bank of cost-driven acadencic elients.

Quieting a Lecture Hall

The litany of problems that heset Alumni
Audditorium could deseribe any number of
aging auditoria in academic scttings, It wis
uncomfortably noigy, poorly lit, and its hvae
system was gasping. Teachers inereasingly
gourht sophisticated audiovisual capalality
Chat the hall couldn’t handle, “Doetors and
students shunned the space if they could,”
says Belmont Freeman, architeet of the hall's
renovation, What finally sparked the decision
to proceed, says Freeman, is that the medieal
students” busy theatrical troupe, the Bard
Players, raised funds 2o that the redone aodi-
torium could also secommaordate stage
produetions and musical performances,

To keep the project within its modest budget
{Z1.5 million in high-cozt Manhattan),
Freeman carefully allocated architeetural
resourees in taking the dingy, painted-plastor
and peghoard interior to its inviting current
state. Accommaodating the Bard Plavers and
the sophisticated audin-visual system proved
the preestest challenges of the project (photos
apposite), The shape of the hall is lity Jis
chanped; finishe: were updated with an eve Lo
correcting acoustical and technical flaws while
meeting dizabled needs and more-stringent
life-sufety requirements, The wood wall panels
are slightly more reverberant than the
original plaster surfaces, for example, which is
better suited to performances,

Denniz Milsom, vice president at acoustical
and audio-visual eonsultant Shen Milsom &
Wilke, says the room had problems he com-
monly sees: “Generally, attacking noise
snlrees i or outside a room rains the most
benefit for the least dollars spent.” A combi-
nation of inadequate vibration-reduction in
the originul installations within adjacent
mechanical-rooms and the minimal mamte-
nance an academie instilution can Wypieally
afford meant that noise and vibration from
these spaces contributed significantly o lis-
teners’ discomflort in the 720-scat
miedieal-sehoal lecture hall badlt in 1RG0, Cor-
rections were coordinated with work of
meehanical consultants.

The firm also found that the oviginal peg
boaird that coverad acoustically abzorbent
muaterial on the back wall “wasn't transparent

enmrh,” savs Milsom, meaning that the siee
and spacing of the holes didn’t allow enough
gonmnid to be absorbed. Freeman detaled o
new deoustical assembly for the back wall
(section right).

A-V: Make it easy to use

The auditorium has been adapted to the
numerons technologies medieal fceulty use to
tesch. Lecturers can lower a 35-M-wide
blackboqrd, mounted on a steel truss, Above,
a retractable sereen can display information
from slides or overhead projectors, video
tapie, or an in-propress procedure eleowhere
in the hospital through elosed-civeuit TV (2,
oppositel. In vears past, the controls for sich
a variety of syatems were too complex for all
but the most dedicated technophiles, Now,

“touch-sereen systems are very simple and

user (riendly” savs Milsom, “A menu sereen
comes up first, and the presenter only sees
controls for a particular element come up on
sereen—ithe video projector, for example,”
When the lecturer lowers the lights, the
deviee automatically chooses Lhe pro-
grammed lighting “seenc” for video, and sets
light lovals aceordingly, *He or she isn'
looking at an array of 30 or 50 buttons,”
explaing Milzom. The video projector, which
lovwesrs from the ceiling, can also handle
output from portable-computer presentation
applications, an increasingly popular way of
conveyving charts, graphs, or other graphies,

Such svatems can be expensive, bul “we
handled them bere in the most straight fore
ward way possible to keep costs down,” says
Milsom., Auditorinms can cost twice as much
to equip, he savs, 1U2 o matter of what the
client can allonl. J 558
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