O Chrislophar Wesnnfake photoa
he recent makeover of an optician's shop, Grand Central Optical, is a
real eye-grabber. Tt has to be Lo capture the attention of commuters
seurrving down a dark concourse in Grand Central Terminal, eith
to eniteh @ Legin or I:'mI-'L it to the 1‘Jffi.|..:' & 'lin'n‘.‘ .|"|.I'I.i1 qu]t' .l!'lrl "'..
ates’ lighting
economy, but when combi ith the aparkle of gl .i'nfl 8t 11!I'Il"x-l
steel, one cannot hg-tp st e i r aho ding out
among the f i
nut shops and news

MR1 'w-pt.'lt'» III.I.I"
windows. “Wher
savs Ann Kale, “yn A
hil arl. e ¢ fix ittle enter (photo opposite)
to get the light in front of the objects we're trying to light.” As a
bonus, some of the display light spills onto the coneourse floor (photos
bottom and middle rght), Warm 300K, T8 fluorescent strips con-
eenled in the top of these front eases are used to give the ceiling in the
h'nnl of the shop some additional glo ‘it definitely intended to

st between warm light on the eyewear and the cool
r||l_=i.|:| of the display and walls throughout the store,” adds Kale,

Ambient light for the shop is provided by a row of 20-inch-dinmeter
semi-recessed dises lamped with compact luorescents, Kale roused
twa rows of existing light track to light displays on the back wall, and
center display o She replaced 10-year-old low-voltage track
heads with line-voltage fixtures that small PARLG lamy :
owners like them because they have longer lamp life than ME16Gs,
and when you don't need the precise focus of an MR16, they work just
as well,”
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The waist-high display case in the center of the store (photos opposite
and top right) iz illuminated by two 3500K T8 fluorescent lamps (see
detail below), One is loeated on the customers’ side of the caze, tucked
inside th e W] its plazs top and sides intersect. This lamp is
shielded by a brushed stainless-steel reflector that matches the back
'.m!]-\ of the -Im]r A serc ul:ll |1|.I:||p 1 |Lk]u£||[- a ﬁIH. Ir nnrl'lrl.u-lml
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coneciled lum]l is |'IH'I.I.‘=E.‘{|. 20 that w-rtit'.'ll beams nl"lij.:hr. may ||'I;|:~'
across the front of the caze, Clharles Linn
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Owner: (irnid Centrel Optical
einn's '1-‘".1,]'! in r;m nel € mf:ru’ Architect: Freoman & Pizer
Terminel in givgle, enevgy offi- Archifects
cient, low budget, and e . Lighting Designer: Ann Kole
Associates—Ann Kale, principal;
Credits Holly Shananhan, project
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